
What are the key challenges? 
1. Strike a balance between growing mobility needs and 

environmental protection, as demand for transport will increase in 
line with GDP and trade growth.

What do we need?
• Recognition that sustainability rests on three equally important 

pillars: environmental, economic and social.
• An ‘integrated approach’ sharing the responsibilities between all 

stakeholders.
• A transport policy which is both mode- and technology-neutral.
• Realistic, fair and effective goals for the efficiency of each 

transport mode.

How can this be achieved?
• Adopting a holistic approach to sustainability, which does not 

favour one pillar over the others.
• Promoting co-modality, where the most efficient mode is used for 

each particular transport task.
• Maintaining and upgrading the road infrastructure network to help 

achieve safety, environmental and economic goals.
• Improving the existing statistics on the efficiency of each mode, 

to support scientific evidence-based policy making.

Policy examples
• Review of EU Transport Policy White Paper
• Weights and Dimensions
• Eurovignette
• Urban package

Did you know?

• Trucks and vans transport more 
than 76% of freight transported 
over land.

• Cars are responsible for over 70% 
of passenger travel.

• Buses take us 527 billion 
passenger kilometres per year.
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Policy examples in context

Review of EU Transport Policy
White Paper
What is it?

• A revision of the 2011 White Paper on EU transport 
policy, setting out the trends and objectives up to 2050.

What are ACEA’s priorities?

• Address the impact of transport without curbing mobility.
• Recognise that all modes are needed for an efficient 

transport system (co-modality).
• Recognise that sustainability is based on three pillars: 

environmental, social, economic.

How can these be achieved?

• Adopting a scientific, fact-based approach.
• Avoiding arbitrary objectives, such as shifting freight 

transport from road to rail for journeys above 300km 
(modal shift).

Eurovignette
What is it?

• A revision of the charging system for trucks  
circulating in Europe.

What are ACEA’s priorities?

• Treat all modes fairly.
• Avoid double taxation.

How can these be achieved?

• Setting Eurovignette charges at a fair level and based  
on scientifically-measurable costs.

• Earmarking revenues for road transport.
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Weights and Dimensions
What is it?

• Updating of the size and weight of trucks in Europe for 
enhanced fuel efficiency.

What is ACEA’s priority?

• Allow a flexible approach to innovation so manufacturers 
can develop and market the truck of the future.

How can it be achieved?

• Removing current truck length limits (without load 
increase), as limitation is provided de facto by existing 
legal manoeuvrability requirements.

• Taking into account cost-effectiveness and development 
cycles.

Urban package
What is it?

• The European Commission’s policy objective to make 
urban mobility in Europe more sustainable.

What is ACEA’s priority?

• Ensure the urban package matches citizens’  
mobility needs.

How can it be achieved?

• Improving mobility flows (eg with intelligent transport 
systems and better infrastructure).

• Ensuring that city centres remain accessible.
• Sharing best practices.
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