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1. Purpose of the REACH Task Force SVHC Survey: 
There are two main reasons to collect information about the use of SVHC’s in the 
Automotive Industry via the “REACH TF SVHC Survey”: 

 
a. Input to Stakeholder Consultation 

The Candidate List development process via comitology enables industry to give 
input to a stakeholder consultation in case of serious concerns. To be able to judge 
whether a SVHC, proposed to be added to the candidate list for authorization or to 
the List of Restrictions through an Annex XV Dossier, has a relevance for the 
Automotive sector, the Automotive companies are advised to check their internal 
systems, whether and how serious they would be concerned by a potential REACH 
Substance Authorization. 
The results of their internal investigation are collected (anonymously and 
voluntarily) in this survey to generate a representative overview, which finally will 
serve as foundation for the decision whether or not to give input to the Stakeholder 
consultation. 

 
b. SVHC screening to evaluate the potential Impact of Candidate List 

substances  
For areas of inventory not covered by IMDS or SDS, a separate set of processes is 
necessary as often there is no public data available and in some cases, suppliers 
do not exist. In other cases suppliers may be unable to check for SVHC content. 
Following the below process may help to avoid a screening of the whole 
warehouse: 

 
i. Interrogate IMDS or equivalent systems to reveal the part numbers in which 

SVHC content above 0.1% exists.  
ii. Submit the description of parts affected to the Task Force SVHC Survey. This 

data is considered a reliable information source of where SVHC’s can appear in 
supply chains. 

iii. The areas of inventory that are most likely to contain SVHC’s in reportable 
quantities can now be understood. One may then apply the findings from the 
SVHC survey to an individual supply chain using in house knowledge and 
expertise to target and identify likely suspect parts. 

iv. SVHC information about surely identified parts is then communicated in the 
usual way. 
 

2. Scope of the survey 
To avoid unnecessary effort, it is recommended to reduce the scope of the analyzed 
material data to: 

 
a. Only Vehicles, sold and /or produced in Europe 
b. The latest version of the Material Data Sheet 
c. Only currently produced vehicles and not old ones 

 
3. Input to the SVHC survey 

Right after the publication of new REACH Annex XV Dossiers (either for Authorization 
or Restriction), an updated version of the Excel Survey will be distributed from the 
responsible TF member to the whole Group. If you did not get the survey but want to 
participate, please contact a Task Force member. 
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4. Process and timeline for the survey: 
The process steps and the related timelines are described in the flowchart below. To 
give input to the stakeholder consultation, it is important to keep the agreed deadlines 
(green fields). As soon as a proposal for new substances for the Candidate List is 
published (Annex XV Dossier) the below described process will start: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Description of the required column contents 
 

a. Company Identifier 
Choose a 4 digit number and use the same number for each reported substance 
(also for future surveys). This will help to control and analyze your input after 
anonymisation. 
Of course you can also enter your company name if anonymisation is not necessary. 
Example: 0815 

 

b. Substance Name (Will be entered by the TF volunteer) 
Name of the (potential) Candidate List Substance for which the number of hits has 
been evaluated.  
Example: Di-(2-ethylhexyl)phthalat (DEHP) 
 

c. CAS-No. (Will be entered by the TF volunteer) 
CAS-Number of the above substance.  
The CAS Numbers can be investigated under http://ecb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/esis/ 
Example: 117-81-7 
 

d. EC-No. (Will be entered by the TF volunteer) 
EC-Number of the above substance. 
Also the EC-Number can be investigated under http://ecb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/esis/ 
Example: 201-173-7 
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e. Hits in IMDS for parts (According to REACH Art 33 requirements) 
The current Article 33 obligation is based on the threshold of 0,1% by weight of the 
whole article. To get this number you have to count all accepted Material Data 
Sheets with a SVHC’s threshold > 0,1% based on the highest parts level     . 
 
Example: DEHP in a fuel tank (in 2 materials): 

 

 
 

Weight of the complete part “Tank Assy Fuel with Sensor”:  920,7g  
Weight of the “DEHP”:      5,1g + 2,16g 
(if more subcomponents contain DEHP, the sum needs to be taken into 
consideration!) 
 
Content of DEHP on part level: 0,79% w/w > 0,1% w/w 
= 1 Hit! 

(920,7 g) 

(5,1 g) 

(2,16 g) 
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f. Application 
Information about the part in which the relevant SVHC has been found may be 
useful for different purposes:  

i It may help other TF members in the identification of their SVHC containing 
articles 

ii It will contribute to the simplified identification of SVHC containing parts on 
stock (as explained under point 1b.) 

 
Example:  DEHP -> PVC -> Sealing -> Fuel tank  
  DEHP -> Rubber -> Hose -> Fuel tank 
 

g. Hits in IMDS for homogenous material (No legal REACH requirement!) 
There are two main reasons for asking this information: 

i Even if there is no legal threshold regarding SVHCs in homogenous 
materials, this evaluation helps to understand where SVHCs are used  
(e.g. with regards to spare parts, which are sold in smaller units) 

ii In addition it also needs to be considered that a potential non-authorization of 
a substance listed on Annex XIV will have a negative impact also to the 
general use of these substances (independent of the threshold). 

 
It is therefore recommendable to also analyze the Material Data Sheets based on 
the homogenous material level which would be similar to e.g. the analyzis for the 
heavy metal ban of the European End of Life Vehicle directive 2000/53/EC. 
For the expected result you have to count all accepted Material Data Sheets 
containing SVHC’s >0,1% w/w based on the material levels    .  
The 0,1% w/w threshold has to be considered, to avoid the counting of 
impurities! 
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Example: DEHP as plasticizer in PVC of a Bowden wire 
 

 
 
Weight of the Material “PVC”:   13,58g  
Weight of the Plasticizer “DEHP”:  6,09g 
 
Content of DEHP on homogenous material level: 44,84% > 0,1% 
= 1 Hit! 
 

h. Description 
Reasoning is the same as under “f”. 
Example: PVC -> Hose -> Bowden Wire 

 
i. Hits in process materials 

Even if the Article 33 -  as well as the Candidate List -  obligations doesn’t have a 
direct impact on process materials but only on articles, the indirect impact must not 
be underestimated. Thus, the arguments given under point “g ii” are valid for 
process materials as well.  
Of course, IMDS can not be used to analyze and generate this numbers. If available 
it is recommendable to use other internal data bases, used for the production 
processes (e.g. Safety Datasheet Management Systems)  

 
j. Application 

Reasoning is the same as under “f”. 
Example: DEHP used in glue 


